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[SREGREE REH]

The Effects, Problems and Countermeasures of the Integrated Medical Insurance System

for Urban and Rural Residents



XIANG Yunhua, ZENG Piao

Abstract: The integration of urban and rural residents' medical insurance system is a key step in
the reform of basic medical insurance in China in the past ten years, the provinces and cities have
actively introduced integrated measures to implement, and the overall progress of urban and rural
residents' medical insurance integration is well made: the clearance of the persons that
participates insurance repeatedly; the ability of the medical insurance fund to resist risks has been
improved; medical security for rural residents has been improved; the designated medical
institutions has been uniformly managed; the management system for medical insurance for
urban and rural residents has been straightened out. However, after the integration, there are still
some difficult problems: Progress in co-ordination between provinces and cities is different, the
division of contributions in some parts damages fairness, residents' medical insurance fund
expenditure rises too fast, urban and rural residents' medical insurance and workers' health
insurance link is not smooth. To further improve the medical insurance for urban and rural
residents, the countermeasures are put forward: to improve the level of policy co-ordination, to
explore the payment mechanism linked to the income of residents, to control the risk of
expenditure of medical insurance fund, and to do a good job in the linkage between the medical

insurance for workers and the medical insurance for urban and rural residents.

Keywords: medical insurance for urban residents; new rural cooperative medical insurance

system; medical insur-

ance system for urban and rural residents
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