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On the Relationship Between the Organized Transfer of Contracted Rural Land Management Rights

and the Realization of Chinese Agricultural Modernization:

Analysis from the Perspective of Interaction Between Administrative Rights and Property Rights

BAN Tao

Abstract: The modernization path of Chinese style agriculture and rural areas is a modernization
path with Chinese characteristics that is in line with China's national conditions. The key to the
current mismatch between rural production relations and productivity is the fragmentation of
agricultural land and the small size of operating units. The expansion of business scale and
centralized contiguous cultivation can be achieved through agricultural land transfer, and
organized agricultural land transfer is an important path. From the perspective of the interaction
between administrative power and property rights, organized agricultural land transfer can be

divided into government led and village community autonomous forms. Government led



agricultural land transfer tends to operate large-scale farms with capital as the main operating
entity in the direction of agricultural modernization, but it is difficult to solve the supervision and
management problems in agricultural production, resulting in low operational efficiency. At the
same time, this type of agricultural land transfer, as the operating entity is exogenous capital, will
bring about polarization of rural social structure, weakening of rural social subjectivity, and
virtualization of village collective. The autonomous transfer of agricultural land by village
communities tends to favor family farms with relatively moderate management units in the
direction of agricultural modernization. These management entities improve marginal efficiency
and overall benefits by investing in production factors such as technology, management, and
mechanization, as well as intensive use of household labor. At the same time, because it can
provide socialized services for small farmers, it promotes the organic connection between small
farmers and modern agriculture, thus playing a positive role in promoting agricultural
modernization. The moderate scale management entities in the autonomous transfer of
agricultural land by village communities are mostly local endogenous forces in rural areas. It is
precisely because of the existence of these groups that the rural social structure remains intact
and the subjectivity of rural society is maintained. In addition, the role of village collective
coordination has strengthened the village collective and laid the main and organizational

foundation for the realization of rural modernization.
Keywords: organized agricultural land transfer; modernization of agriculture and rural areas;

administrative power; collective land property rights; separation of three powers; rural

revitalization
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