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Management Adaptability: The Intrinsic Mechanism of Rural Young Women's Participation in

Village Management During the Transition Period

CHEN Ruiyan

Abstract: Rural women's participation in village governance represents a significant manifestation
of women's liberation and gender equality. Field studies reveal a notable increase in the
proportion of women in village committees in recent years. Based on multi-site fieldwork, this

research finds that, against the backdrop of depoliticization in rural society, the participation of



young rural women—embedded in family reproduction—aligns with the normative needs of
contemporary village governance, such as low-cost, technocraticc and document-oriented
transformation. "Governance adaptability" serves as the core mechanism explaining the increased
participation of rural young women in governance during this transitional period. Furthermore,
governance adaptability demonstrates explanatory power across different types of village
governance actors. In the process of participating in governance, young female cadres enhance
their public spirit, political competence, and sense of self-worth, marking a critical opportunity for

advancing rural women's liberation and gender equality.

Keywords: rural young women; political participation; governance adaptability; village governance
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