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Construction of Public Space and Reconstruction of Community in Villages:Take Village X, L Town,

Zhejiang Province as an Example

JIN Jiangfeng, LIU Yifan

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the social public space in villages has gradually shrunk



and shown a trend of fragmentation. This process is also the increasing privatization of rural
society in China, and the continuous disintegration of social consensus, social norms, and village
communities. The shrinkage and fragmentation of public spaces have triggered value crises,
ethical crises, and governance crises in rural society, making it urgent to reconstruct rural public
spaces and rebuild village communities. Through on-site investigation of X Village in L Town,
Zhejiang Province, it was found that: 1. The construction of village public space is not only an
integration of fragmented public spaces in village society to meet the communication needs of
villagers, but also provides new ideas for bridging the social stratification of villages and achieving
cultural reconstruction of villages; 2. Relying on village public spaces, driven by village social
activities/events, and breaking through by establishing village social connections, has become an
effective way to rebuild village norms and order. Therefore, the reconstruction of rural
communities should be a process of mutual construction among the state, grassroots
organizations, and villagers. The state, as a provider of public goods and official services, focuses
on ensuring the effective supply of public goods by the state; Grassroots organizations (or
grassroots governments) break down communication barriers between farmers by organizing
social activities/events, connecting dispersed farmers and fully leveraging their coordination role
with grassroots organizations; Activating the self-organizing ability of villagers is the key to building
consensus, norms, and authority in rural society, and is the core of rebuilding the village

community.

Keywords: village public space governance; village community reconstruction; public service

supply; grassroots organizations; rural revitalization grassroots governance
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