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Policy-activated Self-governance:

A Practical Approach to the Effective Supply of Rural Public Goods

WANG Bo

Abstract: In the supply of rural public goods, some villages, under the traction of policies, mobilize
village elites and ordinary villagers to actively participate in the democratic practice of the supply
of public goods, thus activating the potential governance capacity of villages and realizing the
effective supply of public goods. This paper summarizes this phenomenon as "policy activation
autonomy". The flexibility of the public goods supply policy, the mobilization ability of the village
cadres as the core and the endogenous governance ability of the group constitute the policy,
organizational and social foundation of the policy activation autonomy. Based on the perspective
of public goods classification, it is found that the traction effect of the policy mainly affects the
construction projects with close relationship with farmers and less investment, while the effect is
limited to the public projects with loose relationship with farmers and more investment. The
existence of policy activation autonomy inspires us to grasp the balance between policy unity and
flexibility in the supply of public goods, distinguish the link between different projects and
farmers' interests, and stimulate the enthusiasm of villagers' participation through appropriate

policies.



Keyword: Supply of public goods; Villagers' self-governance; Policy activation autonomy; Village
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