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International Role Positioning and Supply of International Public Goods:

Analysis Based on the Evolution of China's Supply of International Public Goods

LIU Yantong

Abstract: The international role positioning of a country and its derived external behaviors are

constructed by the two-way interaction between internal cognition and the expectations of others,

while possessing stability and variability. The international public goods supply path of a country

deeply reflects its international behavior and foreign policy tendencies, and is influenced by the

country's international role positioning. Role theory can provide a reasonable perspective for

explaining a country's external behavior. The scope, content, preferences, and methods of a

country's international public goods supply are directly related to the international role



positioning of the supplying country. The international roles of ancient China, China at the
beginning of reform and opening up, and China currently in a state of change are respectively
"Heavenly Kingdom", participants, and builders. Compared to the passive nature of ancient China,
contemporary China pays more attention to integrating the concepts of openness, equality, and
cooperation into the supply of public goods, promoting development paths with Chinese
characteristics to the outside world, and its international system and diplomatic behavior are
more mature, But what remains unchanged is that China has always attached great importance to
the supply of products to neighboring countries from ancient times to the present day, promoting
and inheriting the concept of "harmony", and providing public goods to regions and even the
world under the guidance of the principle of "non-interference". In the new era, China is an active
promoter of global governance and an important leader in multilateral cooperation. Innovating
China's solutions for international public goods supply has become an important part of China's
"soft balance" strategy, which is of great significance for the inheritance of history, self-

development, global and regional construction, and the transformation of the multilateral system.

Keywords: international public goods; global governance; international role positioning;

community of shared future for mankind
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