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A Probe into the Theory of Human Nature in Both Chinese and Western Philosophy

XU Jin, ZHU Ying

Abstract: In contrast to the broad categorization of human nature as either good or evil in Chinese
philosophy, Western philosophy first divides the human soul into rationality, desire and emotion
before examining whether it is good or evil. Chinese philosophy is keenly aware of the importance
of morality to human nature, but it fails to clarify the relationship between morality and reason as

Western philosophy does. The fundamental difference between Chinese and Western views on



human nature lies in the relationship between morality and reason. As far as human nature itself
is concerned, the essence of human beings is rationality, and morality is the manifestation of
rationality. The two are internally unified. The comparison of Chinese and Western theories of
human nature helps to promote the creative transformation and innovative development of
Chinese traditional culture, and also helps us to correctly understand and objectively evaluate

Western culture.

Keywords: theory of human nature ; morality ; rationality ; comparison of Chinese and Western

philosophy
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