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Construction and Model Optimization of a Multi-level Elderly Care System in Rural Areas

ZENG Quanhai, WANG Lumeng

Abstract: Under the urban-rural dual structure, China's elderly care resources has long been
inclined to cities, resulting in an increasingly prominent issue of aging population in rural areas.
Establishing a comprehensive rural multi-level elderly care system is an important measure to
address the imbalance between supply and demand of elderly care in China's rural areas.
Adhering to the basic principles of fairness, adjusting supply based on demand, and reconstructing
government responsibility constitute the underlying logic for building a multi-level elderly care
system in rural areas. Adhering to the concept of income stratification and demand classification,
and using economic level and actual needs as criteria, the rural elderly care system can be divided
into three levels : survival, living, and thriving. Exploring practice modes is a classic way to build a
multi-level social security system. In the context of the field of rural elderly care, it is essential to
actively respond to the diversified and multi-level elderly care needs of farmers, establish a well-
rounded rural multi-level and balanced elderly care system based on China's urban-rural elderly
care security system, while accommodating the diversified elderly care levels of survival, living and
thriving levels. Efforts should be made to achieve synergy, mutual support and close cooperation
among diversified elderly care modes, and continuously promote the continuous optimization of

China 's multi-level rural elderly care system.



Keywords: population aging ; elderly care system ; rural elderly care ; community-based elderly
care ; elderly care service institutions ; urban-rural integration ; modernization of governance
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