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[ZEREE : FRIM]

People-oriented Governance : Actively Developing Primary-level Democracy to

Promote Effective Rural Governance—An Investigation Based on the Innovative Democratic

Consultation Mechanism of Villlage Night Talk in Zhijiang City, Hubei Province

ZHOU Xingyan

Abstract: The 20th CPC National Congress emphasized that we should "stand firmly with the
people, respond to their wishes, respect their creativity, and pool their wisdom". In the context of
rural governance, it is important to improve the system and working mechanism of primary-level
direct democracy, and enhance the effectiveness of self-governance, self-service, self-education
and self-supervision by rural residents. Villagers autonomy is an important form of primary-level
democracy. However, since the 21st century, villagers autonomy organized around administrative
villages has found itself struggling to satisfy the practical needs resulting from the development of
democracy. Problems such as low quality of democratic participation, incomplete coverage of
public services, and insufficent collective efforts in village construction have severely hindered the
effectiveness of rural governance. In response to these problems, the city of Zhijiang in Hubei
province has carried 'village night talk' activities throughout its rural area, and has established its
basic unit of democratic autonomy with village group at core. Such activities, thanks to a
consultative framework that covers everything from unit, platform, content, subject, procedure,
system, result, to guarantee, has successfully tackled the issue of inadequate connection between
democratic forms and people's needs. By placing the people at the core, the rural governance

system has been reconstructed, the priority of people 's rights in rural governance has been



guaranteed, and a " people-oriented path " of good rural governance has been explored.
Keywords: primary-level democracy ; self-governance by villagers ; primary-level governance ;

whole-process people 's democracy ; rural revitalization ; democratic consultation ; effective

governance
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