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From Transmitting Ecological Knowledge to the Cultivation of Ecological Thinking :

Study on the Shift of Ecological Education Among Citizens

WU Xinghua

Abstract: It is the common vision of mankind to realize the harmonious coexistence between man
and nature, yet how to treat nature and how to get along with nature are closely related to the
ecological cultivation of citizens. Ecological education among citizens is an important foundation
for the realization of ecological civilization. However, in our current ecological education, there is a
misunderstanding that ecological cultivation is equivalent to ecological knowledge. Specifically, in
regarding the content of ecological education, it focuses on transmitting ecological knowledge but
ignores the importance of shaping citizens ' ecological thinking, which lead to lack of ecological
awareness among citizens and absence of sense of responsibility in ecological issues. Therefore,
the focus of ecological education should shift from the dissemination of ecological knowledge to

the cultivation of ecological thinking, and pay more attention to the cultivation of citizens '



consciousness on ecological science, their ecological moral and sense of ecological aesthetics.

Keywords: ecological education among citizens; ecological civilization ; ecological cultivation ;
ecological environment management ; green development ; subject-object dichotomy ; green

ecological protectionism
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