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On the Cultural Significance of Data in the Digital Economy Era

HUANG He'nan



Abstract: Data is well known as a record of facts, a foundation for discipline formation, and
technology. In the process of social and economic development, data has become one of the
factors of production, and its importance has been continuously strengthened. However, the
cultural significance implied by it as information, technology, and symbols is often ignored. In
daily life, while data has penetrated into all aspects of people's clothing, food, housing, and
transportation, it has also sprouted some cultural phenomena that deserve attention - data is not
simply a way to record phenomena, organize text, or provide a reference for decision-making. It
often contains abstract cultural symbols or specific cultural significance, and the fluidity of data
further spreads its symbols and cultural significance. The data that goes out of the technical
category presents a trend of cultural transformation, breaking the social barriers established by
cultural capital, changing the way cultural capital is accumulated, and leading a new direction in
the development of world culture. The cultural significance of data can be seen from this, but from
a cultural perspective, data is the carrier of cultural development, and culture determines the
content of data production and reproduction. The development of data will never surpass culture,
because the essence of culture is always the sum of human thinking and action methods, and it

can always collide with new events to spark the times.

Keywords: data; cultural turn; data element market; digital economy; data flow; cultural capital


http://www.tcpdf.org

