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The Chinese Communist Party 's Century-old Exploration of



The Chinese Path to Modernization

SUN Zhenwei

Abstract: To realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is the historical mission of the
Chinese Communist Party 's century-long struggle, and the exploration of the Chinese path to
modernization is the core part for completing this historical mission. Specifically, this one-hundred-
year exploration includes the ' industrialization ' that sprouted during the new-democratic
revolution period, the ' four modernizations ' explored during the period of socialist revolution
and construction, the ' Chinese modernization ' formed during the period of reform and opening
up and socialist modernization, and the ' Chinese path to modernization' practiced in the new era.
The " industrialization " that sprouted in the new-democratic revolution period was mainly about
toppling the " three mountains " to create a sound development environment for China's
modernization, and on this basis, realize China’s economic, political and cultural development and
promote its industrialization. The " four modernizations " explored in the period of socialist
revolution and construction was mainly about realizing the transformation of the development
model based on the completion of socialist transformation, and switching from the development
mode of" following the Soviet Union" to " taking its own road ", from the development goal of "
industrialization " to " four modernizations, " and from " catch-up strategy " to " two-step "
development strategy. The " Chinese modernization " formed during the period of reform and
opening up and socialist modernization was mainly about creating a Chinese path of
modernization,under the guidance of the socialism theory with Chinese characteristics and thus
successfully completing the " mode " transformation of Chinese modernization. The Chinese path
to modernization practiced in the new era provided a scientific guide,pointing out new changes
around the complicated world, the nation, and the Party, and upholding Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era as the overarching guide, making the Five-

Sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy as the overall plan for



modernization. A scientific understanding of the rich connotation of the Chinese path to
modernization at each historical stage is of great practical significance for us to strengthen the

four self-confidences and better embark on a new journey in the new era.

Keywords: Communist Party of China ; Chinese path to modernization; the Spirit of the 20th CPC

Nation Congress ; leadership of the Party ; four confidences
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