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On the Value of Labor Replaced by ' Fragment on Machines' and Artificial Intelligence Technology

ZHAO Wei, GU Huiqing, LI Jinze

Abstract: The labor theory of value confirms that the only source of value should be human labor.
In a place where there is only artificial intelligence (AI) and robots working, is there any possibility
of an entire Al-powered capitalism ? As in the ' Fragment on Machines ', the labor theory of value
can be replaced by the machine labor theory of value, it is likely that a complete Al-powered
capitalism can be realized, in which only Al machines/robot are working. In capitalist society, the
history of thought from machine to Al shows that Al conforms to the overall ideology of
capitalism, and it is an effective tool for capitalist society to produce and extract surplus value. And
to get rid off AL control of human workplaces and safeguard human well-being, the first step
should be to avoid the syllogistic fallacies like “labor creates value, Al can facilitate labor market,
therefore, Al can create value”; secondly, it is necessary to grasp the essence of Al's control and
exploitation of the workplace. Relying on machine computing on the occasion of intelligent
decision-making in the workplace actually brings a wide range of problems to ethics on the
application and implementation of AL ; finally, it is essential to pay attention to the ethical norms
of Al and be alert to AI derailed from the purpose of sound public welfare, good working

conditions, and quality life and work experiences.

Keywords: Fragment on Machines ;Al ethics ; technology replacement; labor theory of value ;

capitalism ; control ; exploitation
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