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Study on the Image Shaping of Rural China in International Communication Over Past Decade

- Taking Sino-foreign Joint Documentary as an Example



WANG Chaoqun, WANG Kelu

Abstract: The image of rural China, as an important part of China 's image, affects deeply the
international community 's perception of China. The sino-foreign joint documentary is an
important window for the international community to better know about rural China, and it is also
an image record reflecting the development and changes of Chinese villages over decades. Taking
10 excellent sino-foreign joint documentaries over the past ten years as the research object, this
paper uses comprehensively multi-modal discourse analysis, visual cultural representation
analysis, and visual framework theories such as ' studium and punctum ' theory to explore how
Chinese-foreign co-production documentaries shape the image of rural China and engage in
international communication, which is of great value for shaping China 's international image. The
study found that Chinese- foreign co-production documentaries mainly present the image of rural
China in four dimensions : ' magnificent and colorful scenery ', ' hardworking and tough people ',
gradually improved material life ', ' rich and profound ethnic culture '. Making good use of the
three visual symbols of ' mountain ', ' road ' and ' house, ' these documentaries reflect the great
changes in rural China in the process of reform and opening up, poverty alleviation and the
building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects, and can easily resonate with
international audiences through detailed presentation and the comparison of different time

period.

Keywords: visual framework ; Chinese-foreign co-production documentary ; rural China ; national

image ; international communication
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