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The Development and Characteristics of China 's International Relations Theory

LIN Xiaojiao

Abstract: The development of China 's international relations theory has gone through two
important stages : the theory of international relations with Chinese characteristics and the
Chinese school of international relations theory. The Chinese school is the latest theoretical

achievement of China 's international relations theory. It is mainly represented by the three



theoretical schools of international politics : ' relational theory ', ' moral realism ' and ' Shanghai
symbiosis school . How to highlight the Chinese characteristics of China 's international relations
theory is the main basis and important direction for the theoretical innovation and practical
application of China's international relations theory at this stage. From the ontological dimension,
the Chinese school is thinking about the relationship between the world, its own country and other
countries in the non-opposition concept of " harmony. " From the perspective of epistemology, the
Chinese school mainly draws theoretical resources from Chinese experience and demonstrates
the rationality and legitimacy of the theory with Chinese practice. Starting from the practice of
knowledge construction, the Chinese school presents the construction characteristics of " first
recognition and then construction. " The theoretical content focuses more on reality and
practicality, and the theoretical compatibility between different schools is high, showing a
connotative development trend. It is also based on these results, at the theoretical level, the
Chinese school to break the Western theory of international relations discourse monopoly, issued
a Chinese voice, providing a new theoretical perspective different from the West. At the practical
level, the Chinese school also provides theoretical explanations and theoretical guidance for China
's foreign relations practice, enhances the international community 's understanding of China, and
provides a Chinese solution for the improvement of the current situation of international

relations.

Keywords: International relations theory ; chinese school ; ontology ; epistemology ; shanghai

Symbiosis School ; foreign relations ; chinese diplomacy
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