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Local Government Evaluation and Decision-making of Two-child Birth for Childbearing Age Groups

—— An Empirical Analysis Based on CFPS Data



ZHANG Ping, XIAO Zhenni, WANG Weizhou

Abstract: On January 1,2016, the universal two-child policy was officially implemented nationwide.
By focusing on the expected fertility behavior of childbearing age groups on the ' universal two-
child ' policy, using the data of China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) in 2014,2016 and 2018, and using
a combination of mixed-section difference-in-difference (DID) and propensity score matching
(PSM), this paper estimates how the evaluation of local governments affects the expected fertility
response of childbearing age groups to the ' universal two-child ' policy. The empirical results
show that the childbearing age group will make an expected response to the future fertility policy.
The trust of the childbearing age group to the government is a strategic trust. The higher the
evaluation of the local government, the more it will respond positively to the future fertility policy
and carry out the expected fertility behavior. The results of heterogeneity analysis show that the
expected behavior of childbearing age groups aged 18 to 29 and in the eastern and central regions
is more affected by the evaluation of local governments. If the government hopes that future
policies will achieve better and faster results, it cannot ignore the communication, publicity and
expectation guidance with the masses on policy-related information before the promulgation of

the policy, and should attach importance to long-term policy credibility building.

Keywords: fertility desire ; reproductive behavior ; comprehensive two-child policy ; public

expectations ; population policy ; government credibility
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