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[ZE4REE : FRIM]

Criticism, Discovery, Reconstruction: The May Fourth New Culture Movement's Reflection and

Examination of Ancient Chinese Culture

YANG Hongyu

Abstract: During the May Fourth period, the advocates of the New Culture Movement carried out
three aspects of "criticism", "discovery" and "reconstruction" of China's splendid ancient
civilization from the perspective of promoting China's development and modernization. Chen
Duxiu and others focused their criticism on Confucius and Confucianism. They overthrown the
first and the best, dismantled the study of classics, and built a new study, which directly promoted
the modern transformation and establishment of a culture that served China's political, economic,
and social development. Modern and modern Chinese intellectuals explore the modern resources
ina ancient Chinese culture and build a new sub-study discourse system, not only to resolve the
contradiction and tension between Chinese traditional culture and modernization, but also to
build a "Chinese modern spiritual tradition". In the process of constructing Chinese modern
spiritual tradition, we should organically combine open attitude, critical spirit, tolerance

consciousness and innovation.a



Keywords: modernization; Confucianism; Zixue discourse; Chinese modern spiritual tradition; May

Fourth Movement
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