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On the Precautionary Principle of Food Safety in China

——From the Perspective of Comparison with EU Risk Precautionary Principle



QI Jian'gang, LAN Haoxiang

Abstract: There are significant differences between the precautionary principle of food safety of
China and the risk precautionary principle of EU. In terms of meaning, the EU's regulatory object is
the discretionary administrative power of institutions of the EU and its member states in the food
safety risk management stage. The starting conditions of EU are mainly the existence of
scientifically uncertain food safety risks, while the regulatory object of China is the regulatory
actions of the administrative agency and the production and operation behaviors of producers
and operators in food safety supervision, the starting conditions of China are food safety accidents
and systemic food safety risks. The EU's implementation mechanisms are the food safety risk
assessment system and the food safety risk management system and the judicial review system;
while the implementation mechanism of China are the responsibility interview system, the
production operator self-examination system, the food safety risk monitoring system, the food
safety risk assessment system and the hierarchical management system. The EU's rationales are to
effectively respond to the need for food risk regulation as a technical risk and to coordinate high
levels of protection between the public's life and health and the unified market. However, the
rationales of China are an effective response to the reality of frequent food safety incidents and to
realize the legislative purpose of safeguarding public health and life safety. Therefore, we cannot
simply use the EU food safety precaution principle as a model to transform China's food safety

precautional principle.

Keywords: food safety; precautionary principle; food safety risk prevention; EU food safety

precautionary principle
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