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A Preliminary Study on the Use of Enigma in Official Letters in the Late Qing Dynasty

YAN Fudong

Abstract: The correspondence letters of officials in the late Qing Dynasty are very precious
materials for studying the history of the late Qing Dynasty. For reasons of confidentiality and other
reasons, officials in the late Qing Dynasty often used cryptic words to refer to personal events in
their correspondence. The common ways of using lingoes include allusions, deductions,
dismantling characters, allusions, etc. Through the discussion of the usage rules and obscure
expressions of cryptic expressions in official letters of the late Qing Dynasty, it helps us to better

interpret historical facts.

Keywords: Late Qing; official letter; lingo
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